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1. Pursuantto the provisionsof reference(a), Subject,hereinafterreferredto asPetitioner,
filed enclosure(1) with this Board requesting,in effect, that his naval recordbecorrectedto
show that hewas retired by reasonof physicaldisability due to a bipolar affectivedisorder
and a backcondition,vicedischargedbecauseof a personalitydisorder.

2. The Board, consistingof Messrs.Adams,Schultzand Pauling, reviewedPetitioner’s
allegationsof error and injusticeon 20 May 1999 and,pursuantto its regulations,determined
that the correctiveaction indicatedbelow should be takenon theavailableevidenceof
record. Documentarymaterialconsideredby the Board consistedof theenclosures,naval
records,and applicablestatutes,regulationsandpolicies.

3. The Board, having reviewedall the factsof recordpertainingto Petitioner’sallegations
of error and injustice finds asfollows:

a. Beforeapplying to this Board,Petitionerexhaustedall administrativeremedies
availableunderexisting law and regulationswithin theDepartmentof the Navy.

b. Enclosure(1) was filed in a timely manner.

c. Petitionerservedon activeduty in theNavy from 24 April 1986 to 7 October1988,
when hewas releasedfrom activeduty and transferredto theTemporaryDisability Retired
List (TDRL) becauseof psychologicalfactorsaffecting the intestinaltract, ratedat 30%. On
8 October1991, the PhysicalEvaluationBoard (PEE) reevaluatedhis conditionand
determinedthat Petitionerwas fit for duty; consequently,his namewas removedfrom the
TDRL. Hereenlistedin the Navyon 10 February1992, and wasdischargedby reasonof a
personalitydisorderon 2 March 1993.



d. In correspondenceattachedasenclosure(2), a designeeof the SpecialtyAdvisor for
PsychiatryadvisedtheBoard, in effect, that Petitionersuffersfrom a bipolardisorderthat
waspresentin 1990as well asduring his secondenlistment. She recommendedthat his
recordbe correctedto includea diagnosisof bipolar disorder,which “...existedprior to his
secondperiodof service,andlikely affectedhis performanceduring that enlistment.”

e. In correspondenceattachedasenclosure(3), the Board wasadvisedby the Director,
Naval Council of PersonnelBoards,in effect, that Petitionerappearsto havebeensuffering
since 1988 from a fluctuatingpsychiatricillnesswith elementssuggestiveof bothaffective
and difficult to characterizepsychoticelements. His medicalrecordsuggestsa rather
extended,atypicalprodrome,likely dating back to the 1987. More thanone yearafter
Petitioner’sdischargein 1993, an unusualdeteriorationappearsto haveset in, with questions
of organicityand no overtevidenceof substanceabuse;however,a neuropsychologicaltest
on 1 July 1994 concludedthat while “aphasicin a confusionalstate...two collateral
informantsindicatethat this is a psychogenicconditionapparentlyreflectingstressassociated
with seeingmentalhealthpersonnelat the VA”. In addition, two subsequentVA Medical
Centerevaluations,on 10 April 1995 and 10 April 1996, suggestPetitionermaintainedsome
sort of employmentuntil October1995. While inconsistencieswould fit an intervening
cause,suchasa “chemical dependencyor Existed Prior to Service(EPTS) factorspersonality
attitudinal factors/mother’shistory of depression,thesearenot fully portrayedin Petitioner’s
record.“[sic] In the Director’s opinion, given the evidenceof relatively sustainedfunctioning
on activeduty and indicationsthat hewasviewedasdemonstrating“potential”, his disability
would havebeenviewedas slight had hebeenreferredto thePEB in late 1992 or early
1993. Accordingly, the DirectorrecommendedcorrectingPetitioner’srecord to show that he
wasdischargedby reasonof physicaldisability with a rating of 10%.

TheDirector concludedthat thereis insufficientevidenceto demonstratethat Petitioner
sufferedfrom an unfitting backcondition at the time of his dischargein 1993.

CONCLUSION:

Upon review and considerationof all the evidenceof recordand especiallyin view of the
commentscontainedin enclosures(2) and (3), theBoard concludesthatPetitioner’
administrativedischargeby reasonof a personalitydisorderwaserroneous. It further
concludesthat Petitionerwasunfit for duty by reasonof physicaldisability becauseof a
bipolardisorder,and shouldhavebeendischargedin 1993 with entitlementto disability
severancepay.

TheBoard wasnot persuadedthat the mentaldisorderwas ratablein excessof 10%,or that
Petitionerhad an unfitting backcondition.

In view of the foregoing,the Board finds the existenceof an injusticewarrantingthe
following correctiveaction.

RECOMMENDATION:



a. ThatPetitioner’snaval record becorrectedto show that he wasdischargedfrom the
Navy on 2 March 1993, by reasonof physicaldisability, with entitlementto disability
severancepay, becauseof bipolar disorder,not otherwisespecified,ratedunderVA code
9399-9206at 10% less a 0% EPTS factor.

b. Thatthe remainderof Petitioner’srequestfor correctionof his recordbedenied.

c. Thata copyof this Reportof Proceedingsbe filed in Petitioner’snaval record.

4. It is certifiedthat a quorumwaspresentat the Board’sreview and deliberations,and that
the foregoingis a true and completerecordof the Board’sproceedingsin theaboveentitled
matter.

3AMES R. NICIOS
/Acting Recorder

5. The foregoingreportof theBoard is submittedfor your review and action.

Reviewedand approved: AUG 12 1999

KAREN S. HEATH
Pr~nc~paIDeputyAssistant Secretary of the Navy

(Manpower and ReserveAffairs)

ROBERTD. ZSALMAN
Recorder

ExecutiveDirector


